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BSPi Users Guide
Choose where to begin. These are the most useful entry points for a new member or someone

evaluating BSPi.

Common Use Cases → Find the guide for your collection, purchase, sale, or valuation.

Search Basics → Learn how to find and interpret completed sales. Advanced Search →

Boolean syntax, OCR field searches, and powerful query techniques.

↓ Download Printable Users Guide (PDF) Complete guide · US Letter · Screenshots · Table

of contents · Page numbers

This Users Guide explains the features available to BSPi members, with actual screenshots,

practical Scouting examples, and step-by-step instructions. If you are considering joining,

begin with the Screenshot Tour to see what membership looks like.

Research the history of Scouting memorabilia sales, one item at a time.

BoyScoutPatch.info (BSPi) helps collectors investigate historical marketplace transactions.

Whether you found a few patches from childhood, inherited a collection, or regularly buy and

sell, start with a question and look for comparable completed sales, not just asking prices.

New to BSPi?

Sign in or reset your password.

Learn keyword and advanced OCR search syntax, then start with a simple search and 

tour the Search interface.

Learn how to interpret historical prices.

Choose a use case.

Price Guides and Saved Items

Explore Advanced Features · Creating and organizing Price Guides

Creating Saved Items from historical sales

Membership and assistance

Membership and payment options

Cancellation and renewal questions

Contact support

Advanced Search

Search syntax and OCR field expressions — type advanced searches directly into the

keyword box.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Refine Search — use dates, sellers, listing types, bid and price filters.

Search fields and filters — reference for the expanded controls.

Finding items through image text (OCR)

About BSPi and its history

This edition focuses on Scouting memorabilia searches and historical sale comparisons.

Desktop and mobile use

BSPi aims to be mobile-friendly where practical. For extensive historical research—especially

wide search-result tables, detailed photographs, and comparison of many records—a desktop

or laptop with a reasonably large screen generally provides the best experience.

Start with navigating search results, then learn about the image previewer and individual item

records.

For a quick alphabetical lookup, see the Index of topics.

Considering a subscription?

Explore What to expect from BSPi membership and Make the most of Search. Both use real

interface screenshots and explain what the tools can—and cannot—tell you.

• 

• 

• 
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BSPi homepage illustration

The public homepage offers login, free-search options, membership information, and links into

the BSPi resources.
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Common Use Cases
Choose the situation closest to yours. These seven use cases show how the same BSPi search

tools answer different collecting questions. Begin with your first search if you're new to the

site.

I found my childhood Scout patches — quick orientation and rough historical

comparisons.

I inherited a collection — organize the work before estimating values.

I need estate or insurance research — preserve evidence and recognize appraisal limits.

I'm buying something on eBay — check whether the asking price is supported by

comparable sales.

I'm selling one item on eBay — research a reasonable asking price.

I'm a serious bargain hunter — refine comparisons and avoid false bargains.

I sell collectibles regularly — use repeatable pricing research.

These examples focus on searching historical sales and interpreting the results.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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Interface illustration

This results table shows past auction records. Each row represents a listing, so choose the

guide that matches your goal before deciding which records are useful.
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What are my old Scout patches worth?
If you have one old patch, start by comparing its design to actual sold listings. This example

shows a photograph expanded from the results.

Opening a result with the plus sign reveals a photograph and more information. Compare the

picture with your childhood patch before using the recorded price as a clue.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓
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You found a few patches from your Scouting years. You recognize some names or numbers,

but you do not know the precise issues.

A practical starting workflow

Choose one item with legible text.

Search BSPi for a distinctive name or number.

Look for the same design or issue in historical results.

Compare several relevant sold records and note how much they vary.

If identification is uncertain, keep the value estimate tentative.

Interpreting the evidence

Use comparable historical sales rather than treating one record as a definitive current

valuation. Check item identity, condition, sale date, and whether the record covers a lot or a

single item.

For more precise comparisons, consult search fields and filters. OCR may help discover poorly

titled records, but OCR matches require visual verification.

Historical sales are evidence for comparison, not a certified appraisal.

Walkthrough: a patch with “Philmont” on it

Imagine finding a patch labeled Philmont in a box from your Scouting years. After signing in,

enter Philmont in Search Sales and choose Search. In our verified example, the results

included patches, books, belt buckles, neckerchiefs, and lots. That is normal for a broad

keyword, but it does not mean they are all comparable to your patch.

Use the + control to expand a candidate result, examine its photograph, and compare the

design, wording, and approximate age. Clicking the title opens the individual item page,

where you can inspect more images and the sale record. If the exact patch is uncertain, write

down what you know and avoid guessing a precise value.

When returning to Search, remember that previous results may be restored from browser

storage. Use refresh if you need updated results.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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I inherited a Scouting collection
Start with a manageable group of inherited items. The results table illustrates how individual

historical sales appear.

A broad search may return many different kinds of Scouting memorabilia. Sort your inherited

items into groups and compare only records that truly resemble each item.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

BSPi Users Guide • 11



You have boxes or albums of patches and want to understand what is there without rushing

into a sale.

A practical starting workflow

Separate obvious groups by council, lodge, camp, or event.

Photograph items and record visible text before researching them.

Search a representative item from each group.

Distinguish common-looking items from those needing further identification.

Keep notes about the records you consulted and avoid adding up unsupported single-

sale prices.

Interpreting the evidence

Use comparable historical sales rather than treating one record as a definitive current

valuation. Check item identity, condition, sale date, and whether the record covers a lot or a

single item.

For more precise comparisons, consult search fields and filters. OCR may help discover poorly

titled records, but OCR matches require visual verification.

Historical sales are evidence for comparison, not a certified appraisal.

A manageable first session

Start with five representative items, not the entire collection. For each, record visible

words, numbers, condition, and whether it belongs to a set or group. Search BSPi for one

identifying clue, expand the candidate images, and keep the item URL as evidence when you

find a close match.

Use Refine to narrow broad searches by date or other relevant attributes. If you know a seller

or item ID, see seller and exact-ID searching. Keep separate notes for items with no

convincing comparable records. A single large lot sale is not a reliable price for each item

inside it.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Researching a collection for an estate or
insurance
An estate valuation requires evidence that can be revisited. This item record illustrates the

details to preserve.

An item page records the sale price, bid count, seller, date, and photographs. Keep links to

the closest matching records as evidence, and note where comparisons are uncertain.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓
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You need an organized, evidence-based picture of a collection, possibly for a consequential

decision.

A practical starting workflow

Create an inventory with photographs, identifying details, and condition notes.

Research genuinely comparable historical sales for representative items.

Record the dates and circumstances of comparisons.

Mark items with uncertain identification or too few comparables.

For formal estate, tax, or insurance purposes, consult a qualified appraiser about

required valuation standards.

Interpreting the evidence

Use comparable historical sales rather than treating one record as a definitive current

valuation. Check item identity, condition, sale date, and whether the record covers a lot or a

single item.

For more precise comparisons, consult search fields and filters. OCR may help discover poorly

titled records, but OCR matches require visual verification.

Historical sales are evidence for comparison, not a certified appraisal.

An evidence trail for each item

For each potentially significant item, retain its identifying description, condition notes,

photographs, and links to the closest historical sales. Exact item IDs help you retrieve the

same record later. Document why a comparison is appropriate—and why other superficially

similar records were excluded.

Distinguish observed historical sale prices from any formal valuation standard required by the

estate, insurer, or taxing authority. BSPi is a research aid, not a substitute for a qualified

appraisal when one is required.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Is this eBay listing a good deal?
Before deciding whether to buy, inspect the historical item record and its photographs—not

just the price.

The individual item page helps you inspect what actually sold. Check the photographs and

condition before comparing that historical sale with a listing you are considering buying.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

You have found a Scout collectible for sale and want to check the asking price before buying.
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A practical starting workflow

Identify the exact issue and condition in the current listing.

Search BSPi for the same item or close comparables.

Compare realized sale prices, not just other active listings.

Consider shipping, condition differences, and how old the comparable sales are.

Decide what you are personally willing to pay; a historical price is not a guarantee.

Interpreting the evidence

Use comparable historical sales rather than treating one record as a definitive current

valuation. Check item identity, condition, sale date, and whether the record covers a lot or a

single item.

For more precise comparisons, consult search fields and filters. OCR may help discover poorly

titled records, but OCR matches require visual verification.

Historical sales are evidence for comparison, not a certified appraisal.

Before making an offer

Identify the listing's exact issue, then search BSPi for the same name or distinctive markings.

Open the item records behind promising results and inspect the photographs. Use Refine if

you need a narrower period or price range.

Include shipping and the possibility of condition differences in your decision. Do not treat the

highest historical sale as the normal market price, and do not assume the site's Similar Sold

Items suggestions are all genuine comparables.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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How should I price a Scout collectible?
Similar Sold Items can provide leads when pricing a listing. The example below also shows

why suggestions require verification.

Similar Sold Items are suggestions for further research, not automatic valuations. Open each

promising record and reject unrelated items or lots before choosing an asking price.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

You want to list an item without accidentally underpricing it or asking an unrealistic amount.

A practical starting workflow

Identify the issue and note its condition honestly.

Search for recent and older comparable completed sales.

Separate single-item sales from mixed lots.

Consider variation in results and the urgency of your sale.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Set your own asking price using the evidence, accounting for fees and shipping.

Interpreting the evidence

Use comparable historical sales rather than treating one record as a definitive current

valuation. Check item identity, condition, sale date, and whether the record covers a lot or a

single item.

For more precise comparisons, consult search fields and filters. OCR may help discover poorly

titled records, but OCR matches require visual verification.

Historical sales are evidence for comparison, not a certified appraisal.

Preparing a listing price

Use completed-sale research to identify a reasonable range for the exact issue. Compare

individual items with individual items; separate mixed lots. If you know a competitor's seller

name, the seller search shortcut can help you inspect that seller's historical records, but those

records alone do not establish value.

Note the date of the comparisons and allow for differences in condition, shipping, and fees.

When the record is thin, a cautious price or an auction strategy may be more appropriate than

an unsupported precise estimate.

5. 
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Searching for overlooked Scouting bargains
A bargain search starts with carefully chosen filters. This view shows where to narrow a broad

result set.

Refine Search lets you look beyond obvious titles. Try image-text search to uncover possible

overlooked items, but always check the photograph before deciding you found a bargain.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

You regularly browse listings and want to recognize opportunities that other buyers may miss.

A practical starting workflow

Build a list of issue names, lodge numbers, camps, and alternate terminology.

Use targeted BSPi searches to learn the historical range for those items.

Investigate listings with vague titles using visible image text and OCR clues where

available.

Verify the actual issue and condition before treating a low price as a bargain.

Keep track of uncertainty and avoid assuming past highs are normal prices.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Interpreting the evidence

Use comparable historical sales rather than treating one record as a definitive current

valuation. Check item identity, condition, sale date, and whether the record covers a lot or a

single item.

For more precise comparisons, consult search fields and filters. OCR may help discover poorly

titled records, but OCR matches require visual verification.

Historical sales are evidence for comparison, not a certified appraisal.

A repeatable search habit

Use distinctive names, issue numbers, and alternate wording in Search. Try title-only versus

OCR-assisted search to discover different candidates. The OCR index is experimental: verify

every interesting match against the photograph before deciding that a poorly titled listing is a

bargain.

Use the expanded image preview to inspect candidates, and check the individual item record

for more photographs and historical context. Avoid making purchase decisions solely from a

search result's title or one exceptional past price.
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Pricing Scouting inventory systematically
Repeated pricing work benefits from consistent search settings. These shortcuts can make

that review more efficient.

These quick Search controls help you change how many records you see and how they are

ordered. Use them to review recent sales or bidding activity before pricing inventory.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

You regularly sell collectibles and need consistent research habits across many listings.

A practical starting workflow

Group inventory by recognizable issue or collecting category.

Use consistent search terms and comparable-selection criteria.

Note date, condition, lot composition, and unusually high or low sales.

Distinguish fast-moving common inventory from items requiring deeper research.

Recheck evidence periodically rather than treating old price research as permanent.

Interpreting the evidence

Use comparable historical sales rather than treating one record as a definitive current

valuation. Check item identity, condition, sale date, and whether the record covers a lot or a

single item.

For more precise comparisons, consult search fields and filters. OCR may help discover poorly

titled records, but OCR matches require visual verification.

Historical sales are evidence for comparison, not a certified appraisal.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Consistent research across inventory

Use a standard sequence: identify the issue, search exact terminology, refine the period and

listing characteristics, inspect item details and images, and record several appropriate

comparisons. Seller and item-ID filters help revisit specific evidence.

Record uncertainty explicitly when sales are sparse or when the only results are lots. Repeat

the research when listing conditions or market activity change. This use case focuses on price

research.
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Index of topics
A quick reference to the subjects covered in this guide. Each topic appears once; choose a

subject to open its instructions. For task-based examples, start with Common Use Cases.

Topic

Account settings

Advanced keyword and OCR syntax

Advanced research features overview

Annotating archived photographs

Bargain hunting

Billing, membership and payments

Buying on eBay

Cancellation and renewal

Charts and market analysis

Childhood Scouting finds

Creating Price Guides

Desktop and mobile use

Estate and insurance research

Historical prices and comparisons

Image previews and photo slideshow

Individual item records

Inherited collections

Login and password recovery

Managing Saved Item sales data

OCR and image-text searching

PatchTrends.com and BSPi history

Price Guide proofs and printable PDFs

Results, sorting and navigation

Saved Items and selecting records
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Topic

Saved Items: creating and organizing

Search fields, filters and Refine

Seller and item ID searches

Selling on eBay

Serious seller workflows

Support and troubleshooting

Visual tour for prospective members

Search screen reference

The screenshot below shows where members begin searching. For individual controls and

annotated examples, see Navigating results.

Enter a keyword in Search Sales, or open Refine for additional filters. The linked topics above

explain each workflow in detail.

BSPi Users Guide • 24



BSPi Screenshot Tour
Explore BSPi in eight real screenshots. Select a thumbnail to jump to a feature, use

Previous/Next, or open the large image at full resolution. The tour below is the primary visual

preview for prospective members.

See what BSPi membership looks like

Considering a subscription? This visual tour uses real BSPi screenshots, not mock-ups.

Browse using the thumbnail strip, Previous/Next, or the left and right arrow keys. The large

image and caption change together. Select the large image to view the original screenshot at

full resolution.

Inside a BSPi membership8 real screenshots · select a thumbnail to jump to a feature

1. Start with Search SalesMembers begin with a simple keyword field. Search for a camp, lodge, event, or

wording from a patch. The navigation also provides access to Saved Items, Price Guides, and Settings. Learn

about the Search page.
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2. See actual historical salesResults include sale dates, recorded prices, bid counts, titles, and sellers. A

broad word such as Philmont can return several kinds of memorabilia, so compare only items that genuinely

match yours. Learn to navigate results.
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3. Inspect photographs before comparing pricesExpand a result with the plus sign to see an image and

more listing information. Expanding also checks the row for selection; it does not permanently save the

record. Learn about image previews.
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4. Open the individual item recordAn item page provides more evidence, including photographs, sale

status, seller, ending date, and the recorded final price. Use it to check whether a sale really resembles your

collectible. Explore an item record.
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5. Narrow a large searchRefine lets you choose search modes, dates, sellers, item IDs, listing types, sold

status, and bid or price ranges. You can make a broad search more relevant without knowing special query

syntax. Learn the filters.
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6. Find overlooked items using image textBSPi can search text recognized in auction photographs,

potentially finding a patch whose title is vague. OCR is experimental: always verify a promising result by

looking at the image. Understand OCR search.

7. Work efficientlyAdjust the number of results, sorting, and quick views of recent activity. Share or

bookmark useful searches so you can return to them. See Search efficiencies.
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8. Use suggested sales as leadsSimilar Sold Items can suggest other records to inspect, but these are not

verified appraisals. Even within Scouting, suggested items may differ in type or issue. Check each candidate

before comparing prices. Learn how to interpret prices.

What this tour does—and does not—show

These are screenshots of the member interface, provided so you can judge what to expect

before subscribing. This is not an interactive trial, and it does not demonstrate every

feature or guarantee any particular item's value. The item-details and Similar Sold Items

screenshots were refreshed after the Scouting search-index fix. Other screenshots may

predate cosmetic navigation changes; the linked instructions describe the workflows.

BSPi aims to accommodate mobile devices, but extensive comparisons, wide result tables,

and detailed photographs are best explored on a desktop or laptop with a reasonably large

screen.

For the complete instructions, visit the BSPi Users Guide home. If you have a question before

joining, contact support@boyscoutpatch.info.
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Starting screen reference

The member Search Sales page is where the research starts.
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Search syntax: from keywords to OCR
discoveries
Begin with the ordinary keyword box; you can also type advanced field expressions directly

into it. The annotated screenshot identifies both entry points.

The actual member search field with Philmont entered, ready to submit. This is a screenshot of

the live interface; no search was submitted to capture the example.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

The blue-outlined input contains the query. The search button is immediately below it,

alongside Refine and other shortcuts.

1. Begin with ordinary words

Type Philmont and press Enter (or choose search). This searches listing titles by default. A

broader phrase such as Philmont patch can narrow your results, depending on the selected

Search Mode. Compare the photographs rather than assuming every listing with those words

is the same patch.

2. Use the main box for field-specific searches

The next examples show exactly what to type in the Search Sales box.

BSPi also accepts Sphinx extended query syntax directly in the main Search box. You do 

not have to open Refine to use the OCR field. The current application recognizes explicit 

@title and @ocr_text fields and automatically switches Search Mode to Boolean Expression

when it sees a field expression.

Enter in the main Search box What it asks BSPi to search

Philmont Ordinary title search using the current mode

@title philmont The listing title field

@ocr_text philmont Text extracted from listing photographs
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Enter in the main Search box What it asks BSPi to search

@(title,ocr_text) philmont The title and photograph text fields together

-@title philmont @ocr_text

philmont

Look for Philmont in image text while excluding title matches for 

Philmont

Search only listing titles

Enter @title philmont to specify the title field directly.

Search only text extracted from photographs

Enter @ocr_text philmont to search recognized image text, even when the seller's title does

not mention the word.

Look for potentially overlooked listings

Enter -@title philmont @ocr_text philmont to look for Philmont in image text while excluding

matching titles. This is a discovery technique, not a guarantee that the item is a bargain.
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The last example is printed directly below BSPi's Search box. It can help uncover a potential

hidden gem: an item whose photographed lettering mentions Philmont even though the

seller didn't use that word in the title. It is a discovery technique, not proof of a bargain.

The Refine panel offers the same basic field scopes through Search In. Advanced field syntax

entered in the main box takes precedence over the ordinary title/OCR scope selector, so these

examples work without opening this panel.
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3. A practical OCR search workflow

Start with a normal Philmont title search to understand what obvious listings look like. Next try

@ocr_text philmont to find photographs with recognized lettering. Finally try -@title philmont

@ocr_text philmont to focus on records where that word may be missing from the title. Open

the expanded photographs and check the patch design, lettering, condition, and whether the

listing is a mixed lot.

OCR is experimental. Its output can contain misread embroidery, partial text, and unrelated

words from other objects in a photograph. Not every listing has OCR coverage, and matching

image text does not establish a particular issue or value.

4. If you prefer menus instead

Open Refine → Search Text. Search Mode offers All Words, Any Words, and Boolean

Expression. Search In offers Titles only, Extracted patch text only, and Titles + extracted

patch text. Those choices are useful when you don't want to type field expressions yourself.

For further background, use BSPi's built-in Sphinx boolean syntax reference. Start with the

examples above rather than attempting complicated expressions immediately.

Search results can change as new historical listings are added to the archive.

BSPi Users Guide • 36

https://sphinxsearch.com/docs/current/boolean-syntax.html


Refining a Search
Open Refine when a simple keyword search returns too much. The following view shows the

groups of filters available.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

When a broad search returns too many unrelated items, use Refine on the Search Sales page.

The panel is headed Refine Search and provides several groups of controls.
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Search Text

Search Mode and Search In control how and where your terms are matched. The panel

includes an information link about match modes and search syntax. One search scope

concerns OCR-extracted patch text, explicitly marked EXPERIMENTAL because extracted

words may be incomplete or noisy.

Date Range

Set Date - from and to, or choose a shortcut such as 1wk, mtd, ytd, 30d, 90d, 6m, 1y, a

displayed calendar year, or All time.

Listing Filters

Choose Listed as and Sold Status, or narrow by Seller(s) and Item Id(s). The form says

multiple seller IDs or item IDs may be separated by spaces or commas. The page notes that

only auctions have been collected since 2021.

Bid and Price Filters

Use Bid# - from/to or Price - from/to to limit the range of records. These are historical

listing attributes, not automatic estimates of what your own item is worth.

Result Display

The panel offers Show / Order and a descending-order choice. It also provides Reset All, 

hide, and search & hide controls.

Practical beginner advice

Start with one identifying word or number, inspect the result mix, and change one filter at a

time. For a specific patch, use its visible wording, lodge number, event, or year to narrow the

candidates. Be especially careful not to compare an individual patch with a mixed lot.

Exact Search Mode and Search In options

The Search Mode choices include All Words, Any Words, and Boolean Expression as

Search Mode choices. The Search In choices are Titles only, Extracted patch text only,

and Titles + extracted patch text. The latter two use experimental OCR evidence; an OCR

text match does not establish that the photographed item is the same issue as yours.

For direct shortcuts, see Finding a seller or specific item ID.
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Search fields and filters
The advanced controls let you narrow a search by words, dates, sellers, and listing

characteristics. Use the screenshot as a map of the available fields.

Refine Search groups controls for words, dates, sellers, item IDs, listing types, bids, prices,

and result ordering. Change one or two options at a time to see how they narrow your search.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓
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BSPi's public feature description lists searching by keywords, seller, item ID, date range,

price, and bid count. These are useful when a broad search returns too many results.

For example, begin with a recognizable OA lodge number or camp name, then narrow by date

or price to compare a more relevant group of historical transactions. An item ID can help

locate a specific marketplace record when you already know it.

Avoid treating a high bid count as proof of rarity or a high price as proof that every similar-

looking item is valuable. Review the underlying item and its context.

For an explanation of each field, see Refining a Search. Review the selected values before

submitting the search.
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What to expect from BSPi membership
This is a real member Search Sales screen. It shows the starting point for the workflows

described below.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

If you are considering a subscription, this member documentation shows the real subscriber

interface. Start with the captioned Screenshot Tour for a visual overview before reading the

step-by-step instructions.

What you can do

With the Scouting Memorabilia archive, you can search historical completed auction records,

review sale prices and bid counts, inspect archived listing photographs, refine by dates and

other attributes, and open individual item records. You can also search recognized text from

some item photographs, use quick views of recent activity, and work with Saved Items for

organizing research.

A realistic first session

Sign in to reach Search Sales.

Enter a distinctive name such as Philmont and run a basic search.

Review the results and use the + control to expand photographs.

Open a promising title to inspect the individual item record.

Try the Refine controls or efficiency features to focus your next search.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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The records represent historical marketplace activity. BSPi cannot guarantee that a specific

patch is worth a particular amount, that every historical listing has complete images, or that

OCR will correctly recognize every inscription.

Which use case fits you?

Our use cases cover childhood finds, inherited collections, estate research, buying, selling,

bargain hunting, and recurring inventory pricing. Each shows how the same search tools can

serve a different practical purpose.

Desktop or phone?

BSPi aims to work on mobile devices, but a desktop or laptop with a reasonably large

display is recommended for detailed searches, wide tables, photographs, and comparing

multiple items.

Membership, billing, and help

The membership page explains the public subscription options and payment providers. You

can review account settings and cancellation basics. For any difficulty, email 

support@boyscoutpatch.info with the affected page, operating system, browser, and steps to

reproduce the problem.

These screenshots show real BSPi interface states. Features and membership terms may

evolve; the online guide will be updated as the application changes.
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Signing in to BSPi
Start at the member login page. The screenshot shows the entry point before you explore the

Search Sales interface.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

BSPi members can sign in through the Member Login page.

Visit boyscoutpatch.info/login, or choose Member Login from the BSPi homepage.

Enter your Username.

Enter your Password.

Select Login.

After successful sign-in, BSPi opens the search interface.

If you have forgotten your password, use the reset it link on the login page, which leads to

the password-reset workflow.

After signing in

After a successful sign-in, BSPi opens Search Sales at /search.

After signing in

Successful authentication opens the Search Sales page. From the navigation bar, you can

visit Saved Items, Price Guides, or Settings, and use Logout when finished. For an

introduction to the Search page, see the interface tour.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Your first Scouting memorabilia search
After entering a keyword, BSPi displays completed sales in a table. This example shows the

results you will learn to interpret.

This example search returns historical Scouting sales. Read the title and price of each record,

then open likely matches; unrelated lots or collectibles should not be used to value your

patch.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓
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Found a patch in a box and wondering what it might be worth? Start with what you can read

on the item, not a guessed price.

Sign in. Successful login opens the BSPi search page.

Start with distinctive words, a lodge number, camp name, council name, or event name

that appears on the patch.

Review candidate historical records for matching design, wording, issue, and condition.

If there are too many results, refine your terms. If there are none, try fewer words or a

different identifying clue.

Compare several genuinely similar transactions before drawing conclusions about price.

A historical transaction is evidence of what one item sold for at one point in time—not a

guaranteed current selling price or formal appraisal.

Understand historical prices or choose a situation-specific guide.

See the Search interface tour for the controls and the results shown after a keyword search.

Example: searching for Philmont memorabilia

In a verified Scouting Memorabilia search, entering Philmont and choosing Search returned

a table of historical auction records. The page displayed Ended, Sold, Bids, Title, Seller,

and Type, with recorded prices shown in the Sold column for the observed results. The

interface reported 500 items in that result view.

The important lesson is that a broad word does not identify one collectible. This search

included patches, neckerchiefs, belt buckles, books, and mixed lots. If you are holding a

particular Philmont patch, do not average all of those prices. Look for the same issue,

design, year, and condition, and exclude unrelated items and lots.

The interface also warns that final prices and bid counts may take up to seven days to settle.

Be especially careful with very recent transactions.

Observed October 9, 2026, using one human-paced Scouting search. The records and prices

are historical observations, not current price quotations.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Understanding historical prices
A recorded sale is one piece of market evidence. The item page below shows where to find

the sale amount and context.

The item page shows what a particular listing sold for and how many bids it received. That is

historical evidence, not a promise that another similar-looking item will sell for the same

amount.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓
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Sold prices and asking prices answer different questions. A listing's asking price shows

what a seller hoped to receive; a recorded completed sale provides evidence of a transaction

at a particular time.

When researching a Scout patch, compare the same issue or variety where possible. Pay

attention to condition, whether the sale included multiple items, the date of sale, and whether

the item is genuinely comparable. One unusually high result may be an outlier rather than a

typical price.

A useful research conclusion may be a range supported by several comparable

transactions, with uncertainty clearly stated. If few comparable records exist, acknowledge

that limitation instead of presenting a precise valuation.

BSPi historical records support research; they do not by themselves constitute a professional

estate or insurance appraisal.
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Tour of the Search Sales page
Search Sales begins with a keyword box and a few shortcuts. The screenshot below shows the

initial member view.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

After signing in, BSPi opens Search Sales at /search. The page describes its purpose as

searching completed auction records across the archive.

What you will see

Search: enter keywords or other identifying clues; the input says to press Enter.

Refine: opens controls for search mode, title/OCR scope, dates, sellers, item IDs, listing

type, sale status, bids, price and result display.

Share and Bookmark: shortcuts for returning to or sharing searches. Bookmarking a

search is different from saving an auction record.

Recent: a control to show recent results; the welcome message suggests this as a

starting point.

Reset: starts over with the search controls; review your current query and filters after

using it.

Show and Order by: result-display controls; available ordering includes Bid Amount

and Bid Count.

Saved Item Organizer: displays the number of selected records and provides a place

to choose a saved item. Choose a saved item before saving selected records.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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The navigation bar includes Search Sales, Saved Items, Price Guides, Settings, and 

Logout. A visible link labeled syntax leads to external SphinxSearch Boolean-search

documentation. The page also offers Trending Deals, Free Search, and a feedback email

link.

For your first search

Begin with one identifying word or number from a patch. If results are too broad, try Refine

rather than entering many unrelated terms at once. Compare actual historical records

carefully; a title match alone is not proof of the same issue or condition.

What a completed search looks like

A verified keyword search for Philmont displayed a Scouting Memorabilia results table with

ended date, sold status and amount, bids, title, seller, and listing type. The result view

reported 500 items. It also exposed selection controls and an expanded Saved Item

Organizer; those account-changing actions were not used.

The page warns that the final price and bid count for recently ended items can take up to 

seven days to settle. Its results may mix very different kinds of memorabilia when they share

a keyword. For valuations, compare the same item or issue, not every result containing a

familiar name.

Returning to a previous search

BSPi uses browser local storage to retain search-related state, so returning to the Search

page may show earlier results rather than a completely fresh starting view. This can be

convenient when resuming research, but check the displayed query, filters, and result dates

before interpreting the page as a new search.

To begin a different investigation, enter new search terms and run the search deliberately. Use

Reset when you want to start over with the search controls.

Restored browser search state is not the same as Saved Items. Saved Items are a

separate feature for intentionally organizing selected historical records. Browser storage can

also be affected by changing browsers, private browsing, or clearing site data.

How long previous results remain available

BSPi retains the last search's results in browser local storage for up to 24 hours. When

restored, the page displays “Showing your last search results from this browser” with 

refresh and clear links. Use refresh when you want updated results rather than the stored

snapshot; use clear when you want to discard the restored result view.
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This is separate from the preferences saved for archive selection, results per page, sort order,

and descending order. It is also separate from intentionally saved auction records in Saved

Items. Browser storage is local to the browser profile, so it may not follow you to another

device or private browsing session.

Search page before a query

The landing page provides a compact Search field and toolbar. Use Refine when you need the

advanced controls, or Recent if you want to browse recently completed sales instead of

entering a keyword.
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Make the most of BSPi Search
Several time-saving controls are available without opening a separate research tool. The

toolbar below shows where they appear.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

BSPi includes several shortcuts that help collectors work efficiently without learning complex

search expressions. This tour is especially useful if you are deciding whether full membership

fits your needs.
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Choose how many results to show

The Show menu offers 10, 25, 50, 100, 250, 500, 1,000, 2,500, or 5,000 results. Start

with 25 or 50 on a smaller screen. Use larger sets when systematically comparing many

records, but expect longer pages and more scrolling. The number selected limits the result

view; it is not the total number of items in BSPi's archive.

Choose an order that answers your question

The Order by menu offers Date, Bid Amount, Bids Count, and Best Match. The expanded

Refine panel also provides a descending order checkbox.

Date: examine the most recent activity or work through an older period.

Bid Amount: find higher or lower recorded prices within your selected search.

Bids Count: inspect bidding activity, not necessarily item rarity or value.

Best Match: prioritize search relevance rather than price or date.

These settings apply to the search results you request. Don't mistake the top result after

sorting by price for the typical value of an item.

The Sunday-to-Sunday Top 25 shortcuts

The compact toolbar provides Most Recent Sunday-Sunday, Top 25 buttons for Bid

Amount and Bid Count. Each sets the date window to the recent Sunday-to-Sunday period,

chooses the corresponding order, limits the result set to 25, and runs the search. The adjacent

edit link opens the Refine panel so you can adjust the criteria.

These are useful ways to explore notable recent transactions and heavily contested auctions,

but neither shortcut automatically identifies the most collectible or undervalued items.

Share and bookmark searches

Share creates a link representing the current search and copies it to the clipboard (or

offers a copy dialog when necessary).

Bookmark prepares the current search URL and browser-page title for a normal browser

bookmark. Use Ctrl+D on Windows/Linux or Cmd+D on Mac to save it.

Recent runs a search for recent records without requiring keywords.

Reset resets search criteria and runs a broad search; it is not the same as removing an

item from a Saved Item.

A browser bookmark is not a Saved Item. The former helps you return to a search; the

latter organizes selected historical auction records in BSPi.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Efficient review of multiple results

The result toolbar supports Show Selected, Hide Selected, Check Filtered, Uncheck

Filtered, and Copy IDs. These actions work with the selected or filtered records in the

current result view. They are separate from permanently saving records in the Saved Item

Organizer.

Use the + control to expand a row and inspect its photographs. Remember that expanding

also checks the row; collapsing unchecks it. This matters when preparing a selection for later

use.

Find overlooked items with OCR

In Refine → Search Text → Search In, choose Extracted patch text only or Titles +

extracted patch text to search words recognized in auction photographs. OCR can reveal

candidates hidden by vague seller titles, particularly mixed lots. It is explicitly experimental,

so treat the results as leads and inspect the images yourself.

For examples and limitations, see OCR image-text search, Refining Search, and Understanding

historical prices.

Search tools help you examine historical sales; they do not guarantee future prices or results.
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Finding a seller or a specific item
To investigate a known seller or listing, use the seller shortcut or the exact item-ID field. This

example shows a result with additional information visible.

An expanded result provides the seller name and a direct item link. Use the seller search icon

to filter by seller, or enter a known item number in Refine to look up a specific record.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

BSPi Users Guide • 54



BSPi lets you search by seller name and by marketplace item ID. These are useful when you

already have a listing or want to examine records from one seller.

Click the seller search icon

In Search results, the Seller column shows a small magnifying-glass button next to a separate

external-link icon. Clicking the magnifying glass adds that seller's username to the Seller(s)

search filter and immediately runs a search. If a seller filter is already present, BSPi appends

the new seller name rather than replacing it.

The external-link icon is different: it opens BSPi's seller-related eBay link. Do not confuse it

with filtering the archive by seller.

To search by seller manually, open Refine → Listing Filters → Seller(s) and enter one or

more seller IDs separated by spaces or commas. Clear the seller filter when returning to a

general search; otherwise you may continue seeing only that seller's records.

Find a specific item ID

Each BSPi item record has an eBay item ID. You can find it in the Item Details section of an

individual record, alongside a shareable BSPi URL.

To search by ID, open Refine → Listing Filters → Item Id(s) and enter one or more IDs,

separated by spaces or commas. Then run the search. This is more precise than searching for

words from a listing title.

Important: In Search results, the title links to the item-details page; the item ID is not shown

as a separate clickable search shortcut in the compact result row. Use the dedicated Item

ID(s) field for an exact ID search.

When to use these features

Buyer: identify the exact listing you're evaluating, then compare other historical sales.

Seller: examine past sales by a particular seller, while remembering that seller history

alone does not determine an item's value.

Inherited collection: use known item IDs from previous research notes to retrieve the

exact evidence again.

• 

• 

• 
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Navigating search results
The results page contains shortcuts for inspecting and moving among records. The numbered

screenshot identifies the most useful starting controls.

Numbered controls in the screenshot: 1 is the + button to expand a listing; 2 is the

displayed result count and jump-to-bottom link; 3 is the Search button used to submit a query.

The circles are placed in the margin, with arrows pointing to the actual controls.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓
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Once a search completes, the Search Sales page displays historical auction records in a

table. In a verified Scouting search, the visible columns included Save, Ended, Sold, Bids, 

Title, Seller, and Type. Results can include individual patches, other memorabilia, and multi-

item lots, even when they share the same search term.

Reading the results

Start with the Title to identify possible matches, then check Ended, Sold, and Bids for

historical context. Seller and Type provide additional context. Do not treat a title match as

proof that the item is the same issue or condition as yours.

The interface provides TOP and BOT navigation links, and a jump to bottom link appears in

the results heading. Use these to move through a long results page and return to the search

controls without extensive scrolling. Check your query and filters when you return to the top,

especially if BSPi has restored a previous search from browser storage.

Previewing and opening records

Use the + control to expand a row and inspect its photographs. Selecting the title opens the

individual item record in a separate tab. See Image previewer and Individual item records.

Need assistance?

If a result, preview, navigation control, or image does not work as expected, see Getting help.

Include the page or item URL and steps to reproduce the problem.

Opening a historical record in another tab

In the results table, the item title is a link to a BSPi item-details URL, such as /item/details/

<item-id>. These title links are configured with a separate browser-tab target. Select a title to

inspect its individual record, then return to the original Search tab to continue comparing

results. Whether a browser actually opens a new tab can depend on its settings.

TOP and BOT navigate within the same long Search results page rather than issuing a new

search.

Search by seller from the results table

The small magnifying-glass button beside a seller runs a seller-filtered search. The adjacent

external-link icon instead opens the seller-related eBay link. See Finding a seller or item ID for

the distinction and instructions for searching by exact item ID.
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Expanding a row also selects it

Use the + icon in a compact result row to expand the image preview and additional details.

The current interface also checks that record when it is expanded; collapsing it with ×

unchecks it. The Saved Item Organizer may therefore show a selected count even if you only

opened a preview. Selected does not mean permanently saved. See Using the image

previewer.
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Using the image previewer
Expanding a result reveals the image preview and related controls. Follow the numbered

arrows to understand what each click does.

Follow the numbered arrows: 1 points to the + control on a collapsed result (use it to

expand another listing); 2 points to > beside IMAGE 1 of 10 (next photograph); 3 points to

the actual thumbnail (select it to open the item page); 4 points to the expanded listing title

(another way to open its record). These are real click targets, not decorative markers.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓
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Photographs can be essential when distinguishing Scout patch issues, embroidery variations,

condition, and mixed lots. The Search results interface provides an expanded thumbnail,

photograph navigation and item details.

What to look for

When viewing a result, first verify that the photograph corresponds to the item title. If the

listing contains several objects, identify which object you are researching rather than treating

the entire lot price as the price of one patch.

The expanded preview and its basic controls have now been inspected in the authenticated

browser. Do not assume every record has the same number or quality of images.

For an expanded examination, see Individual item records. If a photograph is missing, fails to

load, or behaves unexpectedly, report the problem with the item URL, browser, operating

system, and reproduction steps.

Expanding a result and browsing its photographs

Results have a compact row and an expanded thumbnail row. Open the row's expansion

control to see a larger preview and additional details. Within that row:

IMAGE 1 of N shows the current image and total available images once the image list

has been checked.

The < and > buttons move backward and forward through the available images. They

are disabled at the beginning or end of the sequence.

Selecting the preview image opens the corresponding BSPi item-details page in a

separate browser tab/window, depending on browser behavior.

The expanded row also shows price and bid information, seller, ended date, image

count, listing type, and a direct item URL; other fields depend on the record.

A Save to current saved item button is available when an appropriate Saved Item has

been chosen. Do not confuse this with merely opening the preview.

Image counts may initially say checking... while the browser obtains the list of available

photographs. If an image does not appear, allow it time to load before reporting a problem.

Expanded-row example

In an authenticated browser test, selecting the + control expanded the first Philmont result

and displayed its photograph and additional sale details. Expanding a result also checks/

selects that record in the current results view: the Saved Item Organizer count changed

from 0 to 1. This is not the same as permanently saving the record to a Saved Item.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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To collapse the result, use its close (×) control. Closing the expanded row also unchecks the

item when the expanded row is closed. If you intend to use bulk selection, be mindful that

expanding and collapsing rows affects the checked selection state.

Moving through photographs in an expanded result

The following two captures are from the same historical listing, not reconstructed

illustrations. The first shows image 1 of 10; selecting the right-arrow control brings up image 2

of 10. The thumbnail content changes while the listing price, seller, and other details remain

the same.
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Choose > next to the image counter to advance one photograph. Choose < to return. The

buttons become unavailable at the first and last photograph. Clicking the thumbnail opens the

individual BSPi item page in a new browser tab.
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Understanding an individual item record
An individual record brings the photographs and transaction details together. The numbered

screenshot identifies the controls you will encounter.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓
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A Search result is a starting point for examining the evidence behind a historical marketplace

transaction. Before comparing a price with your own collectible, inspect the individual record

and any available photographs.

Remember that one historical sale is evidence, not a guaranteed current valuation. See 

Understanding historical prices.

Access and browser-session note

The results table's title links point to /item/details/<item-id> and request a new browser tab.

Opening an item-details URL in a fresh unauthenticated browser session returned the

public BSPi homepage in our test. Therefore, the item-page layout must be documented from

an authenticated session; a direct URL alone is not sufficient evidence of what a subscriber

sees.
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Item-page layout

The individual item page displays a sale-status banner: Ended — Sold, Ended — Not Sold,

or Ended — Final Status Unknown, depending on the record. Its photograph area supports 

< prev, numbered image buttons, and next > when multiple images are available. Clicking

the displayed photograph opens the current original image in a new tab.

Below the photographs, the page provides View Listing and View Seller links. Bid History

and Similar Sold Items links appear when corresponding records exist. The Item Details

section includes eBay item ID, final price, bid count when applicable, listing type, seller,

ended date, and a shareable item URL. Other fields and historical sections may be conditional.

If the archive has no images for the item, the page displays a No images found message

with a support email link. Photograph availability can vary among historical records.

Philmont item example

An authenticated browser session successfully opened a Philmont patch record with two

images, Ended — Sold status, final price, bid count, listing type, seller, ended date, share

URL, and a Similar Sold Items section. The page's image buttons are numbered, with

previous/next navigation. The displayed photograph links to the full image in a separate tab.

Similar Sold Items are leads, not appraisals

The Similar Sold Items section is described on the page as ordered by best title matches. In

the updated Scouting-index example, suggestions are drawn from Scouting-related records

but still include different kinds of memorabilia. Do not assume every suggested result is

a comparable item. Inspect the item description, photographs, condition, and lot

composition before comparing prices.

Why suggestions may not match your item

When opened from a Scouting search, suggestions use the Scouting index but still rely on

broad title matching. They may include unrelated Scouting books, pins, patches or lots. A

legacy direct item URL without a search index can still use broader matching. Verify the

issue, condition, and sale type before treating a suggested result as a comparable

sale.
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Searching text found in item photographs
(OCR)
OCR searching uses text extracted from photographs. The screenshot shows the field controls

for this experimental capability.

The Refine panel includes an option to search words recognized in auction photographs. This

can reveal items with vague titles, but OCR can misread embroidered lettering.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

OCR stands for optical character recognition: software attempts to read letters and numbers

visible in photographs. BSPi describes image-text searching for some historical listings,

particularly where titles are incomplete or items appear in lots.

For Scouting memorabilia, recognizable lodge numbers, event names, council names, or

lettering on a patch can be valuable search clues—even when a seller did not type them into

the listing title.
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OCR is imperfect. Small lettering, unusual embroidery, poor focus, multiple items in one

photo, and decorative type can produce missing or incorrect words. Treat OCR matches as

leads to inspect, not definitive identifications.

OCR coverage is incomplete, and extracted lettering can contain mistakes.

Where OCR appears in Search

Choose Refine and look under Search Text → Search In. The interface labels extracted

patch text as EXPERIMENTAL and warns that the text may be incomplete or noisy. This is a

useful place to investigate wording that may appear in an auction photograph but not its title.

You can also search OCR directly in the main keyword field without opening Refine. See 

Search syntax: from keywords to OCR discoveries for exact, copyable field expressions and an

overlooked-item example.
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Advanced Features: From Search to
Research
Finding a historical sale is only the beginning. BSPi also lets members turn scattered

auction records into organized, reusable collecting research. Whether you have a single

inherited patch, a specialized collection, or a guide you want to share, the advanced tools

help you preserve evidence, compare meaningful examples, and present your findings.

Your work has lasting value

The person is the author; the platform is the instrument. BSPi provides historical

records, organization, research tools and a place to develop your work. You supply the

identification, judgment, context, writing and care that turn those tools into useful knowledge.

Our aim is that your effort should benefit you, strengthen BSPi's shared research

resource, and help the collecting community—a win for all three. You should be able to

keep the fruits of your labor, develop them into finished guides, share them with others, and

benefit economically from your own original work. Research that is not ready for publication

should still be worthwhile.

Ownership, portability and independent use are principles we intend to protect. The

platform's existing Price Guide proof can be printed or saved as a PDF. A complete, structured

export of all original research, annotations and guide relationships, and a formal author

agreement covering independent reuse and commercial rights, are not yet documented as

available product features. They are requirements for further development, not promises that

those controls already exist.

A guide's visibility and permission to publish it are different questions. BSPi may need to

retain contributed information for internal searching, classification and organization, but that

must not become a back door to republish or sell an author's identifiable work without

permission. The precise terms are being developed and will be presented clearly before an

author is asked to accept them.

What you can accomplish

Your goal BSPi feature What it helps you do

Organize related

collectibles

Price Guides Build a browsable guide from individual Saved Items, choose

its sequence and visibility.

Keep research together Saved Items Give an issue or collectible a name and description, then

associate historical sales.

Review the underlying

evidence

Sales Data Examine, select, and manage the auction records associated

with a Saved Item.
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Your goal BSPi feature What it helps you do

Look for patterns Market

Analysis

Compare price trends, sale activity, sold status, bid

distributions, and price distributions.

Document visual details Image

Annotation

Add context to collectible photographs and support

identification.

Share or print a coherent

reference

Price Guide

Proof

Review a guide's order, summaries and underlying sales;

print or save a PDF.

See the research workflow

A Price Guide is not simply a list of auction results. The basic structure is historical sale →

Saved Item → Price Guide → proof. Each step adds organization and context while

retaining access to the evidence.

The image below shows the Price Guide Manager, where members begin assembling guides.

The next chapters show how to create items, associate sales, and examine the results.

The Price Guide Manager is the starting point for organizing related Saved Items into a larger

collecting reference. The creation control is visible here; a guide gains substance as you add

and review its items.

Continue below to choose the advanced workflow that matches your goal ↓

Choose where to begin

For an inherited collection, start with Saved Items and build up from individual pieces. For an

established collecting specialty, begin with Price Guides and plan the categories you want to

cover. If you already have historical sales associated with an item, Sales Data and Market

Analysis are the next steps.

Historical prices are evidence, not automatic appraisals. Good comparisons still require

attention to issue, condition, completeness, and whether a listing actually sold. The advanced

features make that work more manageable; they do not replace the collector's judgment.
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You can use these tools for personal research without publishing anything. Sharing or

publishing a guide is a separate decision.
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Creating and organizing Price Guides
Price Guides group related Saved Items into a larger collecting reference. Begin with a

collecting subject, decide what belongs in it, and use the guide editor to organize the Saved

Items you have already assembled.

The Price Guide Manager is where you create a guide, organize existing guides, and control

their visibility. In this example the documentation account has no guides yet, so the creation

button is prominent.

Continue below for the steps and examples ↓

Understand the three levels

Historical sale record: a completed marketplace listing found through Search Sales.

Saved Item: a member-organized group of related historical sale records.

Price Guide: a collection of related Saved Items, arranged for browsing or publication.

The Price Guide Manager explicitly describes the workflow as Search records → Saved Item

→ Price Guide. Creating a guide does not itself populate it with historical sales.

Start a guide

From the member navigation choose Price Guides, then Create Price Guide. Enter a clear 

Guide name and Description that explain what belongs in the collection. Choose Visibility

(private, member only, or public), then set the Order numbers if you want to arrange multiple

guides. The manager sorts by major order first, then minor order. Review the visibility choice

before sharing a guide link.

Use a subject that can be consistently identified in historical listings; avoid mixing unrelated

items merely because their titles share a word. An empty guide is a useful starting point, not

a price guide with sales evidence.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Once the guide exists, open its manage link to associate Saved Items with it. The guide

editor provides ordering controls for those Saved Items, separate from the order of guides in

the manager. Review the membership and sharing settings before distributing a link.

A sound sample collection

For a Philmont-themed guide, first distinguish cloth patches from belt buckles, books, pins,

and multi-item lots. Make a Saved Item for each genuinely identifiable issue or type. Add

historical sales to those Saved Items only when the photographs and titles support the

identification. The number of sales is not the number of distinct collectible issues.

Continue with Creating Saved Items, then return here to assemble the guide.
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Creating Saved Items from historical sales
Saved Items let you organize historical sale records under a collectible you want to research.

This is different from the browser's temporarily restored search results.

The Saved Items manager lets members create and manage individual saved collectibles. The

documentation account shown here has no Saved Items yet.

Continue below for the workflow ↓

Create a Saved Item

Choose Saved Items → Create Saved Item. Give it a Saved Item name that identifies the

issue or collectible and add a Description explaining what belongs in this group. Primary

item id is optional; use it to designate an existing archived record as the cover image. You

can leave it blank until you have chosen an appropriate example. Creating an item does not

automatically add any sales.

Add historical records

Search for a collectible in Search Sales and examine the completed-sale photographs.

Select only listings that actually belong to the same issue or a clearly defined group.

Use the Saved Item Organizer to choose the intended Saved Item, or create one from

the Saved Items manager.

Save the selected auction records, then open the Saved Item to inspect and manage its

data.

Return to the Price Guide Manager when the Saved Item is ready to include in a guide.

Do not combine a mixed lot with a single-patch sale without noting the difference. Preserve

the seller's original wording where useful, but distinguish it from your own issue identification.

The next documentation stage covers the Saved Item's analyze plotting tools, bulk

annotations, and the Price Guide proof view using real, populated examples.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Examine Saved Item sales data
Once you've saved auction records into a Saved Item, its manage sales data link opens the

Sales Data Manager. Here you examine the historical evidence behind a price comparison.

Archived sales originate in Search Sales. Save the relevant records into a Saved Item before

opening its data manager.
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Review the sales table

Open Saved Items, find the item, and choose manage sales data. The table lists the end

date, sold status, displayed price, bid count where applicable, title, listing type, seller, and

eBay item ID. Expand a row or choose show image to inspect photographs; choose open

details for the individual archived record.

Sold matters: the displayed price on a listing that did not sell is not a realized sale. A listing

with unknown status is not a confirmed sale either.

Select and export records

Check one or more rows before using actions that apply to a subset. check all and uncheck

all manage the selection. show images and hide images help compare photographs. 

annotate selected begins image-by-image review of checked records, while annotate all

covers the entire Saved Item.

Choose export selected to save a CSV of checked records, or export all for the entire Saved

Item. remove selected removes records from this Saved Item, not from the historical

marketplace archive; check the selection carefully before confirming.

The analyze button opens the available charts when the Saved Item contains records.

Continue with Market Analysis.

Keep comparisons meaningful

Confirm each issue from photographs as well as titles. A mixed lot, an unsold asking price,

and a completed single-item sale are different kinds of evidence. Separate or clearly label

records that do not describe comparable objects.

Return to Creating Saved Items or Price Guides when your research group is ready.
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Chart historical prices and sales activity
BSPi's Market Analysis tools turn the auction records in a Saved Item into charts. They are

most useful when those records describe genuinely comparable collectibles.

This is the search data from which a Saved Item is assembled. Open charts from that Saved

Item's manage sales data view, not directly from Search Sales.
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Open Market Analysis

From Saved Items, open manage sales data on an item containing archived records, then

choose analyze.

The analysis window offers these controls:

Control Choices Purpose

Scope All records; Selected records Compare the entire item with a checked

subset.

Chart Price Trend; Volume by Month; Sold Status; Bid

Distribution; Price Distribution

Choose a view suited to your question.

Grouping Raw; Month Examine individual observations or

group by month.

Filter Include all; Sold only Distinguish reported listing amounts

from confirmed sales.

Choose refresh after changing options, and save image to retain the resulting chart as a

picture.

Understand the five charts

Price Trend plots reported prices across time. Volume by Month shows how many archived

records appeared in a period; volume does not by itself establish collector demand. Sold

Status separates reported outcomes. Bid Distribution shows bidding activity, while Price

Distribution shows where displayed prices cluster.

Start with Sold only when studying realized prices. Choose Include all to examine the

broader marketplace, keeping in mind that unsold prices are not achieved sales. Some fixed-

price listings do not have a meaningful auction bid count.

Compare meaningful subsets

Check records that share an issue, year, condition, or another defensible characteristic, then

set Scope to Selected records. Compare with All records. A large difference may reveal

that the Saved Item contains unlike material. Open unusual sale records before treating a

price spike as a market shift.

Charts support research; they are not an automatic appraisal. Use Sales Data to check the

underlying evidence and Price Guides to organize the results.
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Annotate images and identify collectibles
The Image Annotation workspace lets you examine auction photographs individually and

record identifying details. Use it to distinguish varieties, describe mixed lots, and supplement

the seller's title with evidence visible in the image.

Begin by studying the archived photographs. This picture shows an item-detail view; the

separate Image Annotation workspace opens from Saved Item Sales Data.
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Open the workspace

In Saved Items, select manage sales data. Check specific records and choose annotate

selected, or choose annotate all to work through the Saved Item.

The workspace displays thumbnails, a larger current photograph, and an annotation form. Use

Prev Image, Next Image, Prev Item, and Next Item to move through the queue. You can

jump to an auction position or an eBay item ID.

Describe what the photograph shows

Begin with Description and Short caption. Choose the Primary type to distinguish

patches, neckerchiefs, slides, buckles, books, medals, pins, and other objects. If the image

shows a lot, mark it as such and enter an object count when known.

Other identifying fields cover years, anniversaries, OA lodges and numbers, councils and

numbers, camps or properties, major events, and PatchScan references. Record a fact only

when the photograph or reliable supporting evidence justifies it.

Use the Status and exclusion controls when an image is irrelevant, duplicated, or otherwise

unsuitable for the study. A photograph showing several different objects should not

automatically become a comparable sale for one of them.

Save deliberately

The workspace provides Save, Save + Prev, and Save + Next, alongside navigation that

does not save. Check the status message before leaving an image.

Reuse details carries identifying fields forward to images without saved annotations. Use it

cautiously when reviewing different issues; inspect the proposed values before saving. An

existing saved annotation takes precedence over carried-forward values.

Annotations are private working notes. They can improve identification without making

uncertain years, issue attributions, or authenticity judgments certain. After reviewing the

queue, return to Sales Data and your Price Guide.
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Preview, print, and save a Price Guide proof
The Price Guide Proof lets you check the sequence, descriptions, and historical sales

summaries of a guide before you share it or save a PDF.

Begin in the Price Guide Manager. After adding Saved Items to a guide, open its editor and

select proof / print view.

Open the proof

In Price Guides, open the guide editor and follow proof / print view. A guide without Saved

Items produces an empty proof, so first assemble and review its entries.

Choose the right detail

Aggregate only gives a compact summary for each Saved Item, including the number of

records, the number sold, median and average sold prices, the observed sold-price range, and

average bids. This is useful for reviewing issue order and overall layout.

Aggregate + sales also includes an itemized table showing each archived listing's date,

result, price, bids, and title. Use this view to spot a surprising value, a repeated listing, or a

sale that does not belong with the others.

Turn on DRAFT watermark when producing working copies. Before distributing a guide,

check descriptions, classifications, sold counts, and the arithmetic behind the summaries.

Print or save a PDF

Select Print / Save PDF, then use the browser's print dialog to choose Save as PDF or a

printer. Inspect the exported pages for cut-off tables, awkward breaks, missing sections, and

readable text. If you change the Saved Items or their sales data, open the proof again and

generate a new copy.
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A proof summarizes archived observations rather than guaranteeing what another collectible

will sell for. Be especially careful not to treat unsold asking prices or mixed lots as comparable

single-item realized prices.

Continue with Creating Price Guides, Saved Item Sales Data, and Market Analysis when

revising the evidence.
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Account Settings
The Settings area groups account information into separate tabs. Identify the tab you need

before changing anything.

The Settings page groups membership, security, payment history, and support into separate

sections. Select the section that matches what you need to manage.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

After signing in, choose Settings from the top navigation. The page is organized into 

Overview, Subscription, Security, Payment History, and Support sections.

Overview

The verified Overview screen shows your username, account email, Membership Through

date, and Account Status. It also offers a request change link beside the email address.

Check your membership date here if you are unsure when access is scheduled to expire.

Use the relevant tab for subscriptions, security, payment history or support. Confirm any

payment-related change through the provider's confirmation.

For assistance, see Getting help. For sign-in trouble, see Resetting your password.

Other Settings tabs

Subscription includes payment/subscription information, access-through date, renewal,

and cancellation information. The Subscription section states that access continues

through the displayed membership expiration date after cancellation.

Security provides fields for current password, new password, and confirmation. The

template states that the new password takes effect on the next login.

Payment History displays a PayPal payment-history section when applicable.

• 

• 

• 
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Support displays the support email address and an additional phone/text option

marked for urgent use or after other support avenues have been exhausted.

For cancellation instructions, see Canceling or managing a subscription.

• 
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Resetting your password
The recovery page is the place to begin when you cannot sign in. Follow the steps below

rather than creating another account.

Use the password-reset page if you cannot sign in. Enter the account identifier requested by

the form and follow the recovery instructions; never send your password to support.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

If you cannot sign in, open the BSPi password reset page, also linked from the login page.

Enter your subscriber ID or your username, as prompted by the reset form.

Submit the reset request.

If the account information matches a valid email address, look for the email with further

instructions.

If you cannot complete the process, contact support@boyscoutpatch.info.

The reset page says either a subscriber ID or username is usually sufficient. Do not send your

current or proposed password to support. This page documents the publicly visible reset form;

we have not submitted a live reset request.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Membership and payment basics
Before choosing a plan, review the public membership options and renewal terms. The

homepage provides the starting point.

The public homepage explains membership choices and payment options. Review the current

price and renewal terms before subscribing, since these can change.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓
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The BSPi homepage currently advertises full access for $9.95 per month or $59.95 per

year, with PayPal and Stripe subscription options. Prices and terms may change; confirm

the amount and renewal terms shown at checkout before paying.

The public site also links to a free search, trial-access request, and member login. Full

membership provides access to historical marketplace research tools, including searches by

keywords, seller, item ID, date range, price and bid count, with image-text searching for some

records.

To begin, visit the homepage, choose an available membership option, review its terms, and

follow the payment provider's checkout instructions. Afterward, use the member login.

If you are a former founding member, the homepage asks you to email support before signing

up to inquire about potential eligibility for a discounted membership.
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Canceling or managing a subscription
The Settings navigation is where members can find subscription-related information. Locate

the relevant tab before reviewing the cancellation instructions below.

The Settings navigation includes a Subscription section. Open it to review membership and

cancellation information; the account details are hidden in this illustration.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

BSPi publicly advertises that members can cancel anytime. Before canceling, identify

whether your subscription was established through PayPal or Stripe, and check the billing or

subscription-management options provided with your original payment.

For help identifying or stopping a recurring subscription, contact support@boyscoutpatch.info.

Include your username and enough non-sensitive transaction context to locate the

membership, but never send a password or complete payment-card details.

Do not assume that logging out, abandoning the account, or simply not using BSPi cancels

recurring billing. Retain confirmation from the payment provider or support.

Before canceling, review the current membership expiration date and the confirmation

displayed by the payment provider.

What BSPi's Settings page says

The Settings → Subscription page includes an Unsubscribe / Cancel section and states

that BSPi access continues until the displayed membership expiration date after

cancellation. The page also has a Renew Subscription link. Check the actual account and

payment-provider confirmation when canceling.
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Getting help
Support is accessible through the member interface. The instructions below explain what

information to include in a useful report.

You can find help through the Support section of Settings. When reporting a problem, include

the page address, what happened, your browser and operating system, and steps to

reproduce it.

Continue below for step-by-step instructions and examples ↓

For account, subscription, password recovery, or research-tool problems, email 

support@boyscoutpatch.info.

For a useful support request, include your BSPi username (not your password), a short

description of what you were trying to do, the relevant page or item ID, and what happened

instead. If applicable, include a screenshot with personal or payment information hidden.

For password problems, start with password reset. For billing questions, see membership and 

cancellation.

Never email passwords or complete payment-card information.

Reporting a technical problem

When something does not work—such as a search result, image preview, individual item

page, or navigation control—please include as much of the following as you can:

What you were trying to do, and what happened instead.

The page URL or item ID where the problem occurred.

Steps to reproduce it, starting from a known page when possible.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Your operating system (for example, Windows, macOS, iOS, Android, or Linux) and

version if known.

Your browser (for example, Firefox, Chrome, Safari, or Edge) and version if known.

A screenshot showing the problem, if possible, with sensitive information removed.

Approximately when it occurred, especially if it is intermittent.

You do not need to know every technical detail to ask for help. A clear description and a link to

the affected item are already useful. Do not include passwords, session cookies, or payment-

card information.

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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About BSPi: from PatchTrends.com to today
PatchTrends.com first became publicly available at the end of 2012.

BoyScoutPatch.info (BSPi) grew out of that project and continues its commitment to Scouting

memorabilia collecting.

The resource seeks to preserve and organize historical marketplace evidence so collectors can

learn from past transactions rather than rely solely on current asking prices or isolated

anecdotes. Its search tools, growing image-text capabilities, and long-running archive reflect

an ongoing investment in making collecting research useful and accessible.

BSPi is developed from a collector's perspective: the goal is to complement the experience

and judgment of people in the hobby, not replace them. Maintaining and improving the

archive is part of a sustained commitment to the resource and to the collectors who use it.
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BSPi today

Today’s BSPi homepage shows how the former PatchTrends.com project has grown into a

broader historical marketplace research resource for collectors.
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